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two experiences, a visual and an emotional one, have been
connected in my mind in the past when I had them together
and knew them as independently and intrinsically true. Truth
is ultimately based on intrinsic evidence. Otherwise the
Naiyayika cannot avoid infinite regress. The Naiyayika tries
to save this position by asserting that we have no motive to
examine the truth of our experiences of practicaf results
(Phalajnana). But this is merely accepting the theory of
self evidence in the case of the said experiences. We have
no motive to examine the truth of our experience of success
or failure of our practical activities becauce we are confident
of its truth and there is no scope for doubt, which implies
that truth is self-evident in that case.

Another extrinsic test of truth is the knowledge of
merits in the source from which a cognition emanates and
the ground from which this test derives its legitimacy is
the belief that truth is produced by merits and falsehood by
demerits of the generating conditions of knowledge. But
this involves reasoning in a circle. When the sense-organs
are the cause of knowledge, we can never be aware of their
merits or demerits independently of the knowledge which
arises from them. What is the standard by which merits
and demerits are judged in sense-organs. It is only wh^n a
perception is found to be true or false on other grounds
that merits or demerits are presumed in the corresponding
sense-organ. Our knowledge of merits and demerits of the
senses is primarily based on the knowledge of truth and
error and even when we know them they are not a sure gui-
dance to the knowledge of truth and falsehood because,
firstly, we are never sure that they are known exhaustively
and, secondly, a oerception may be true in spite of some
defect in the sense-orqan. For instance the disease called
jaundice is known to be responsible for the illusion of
yellowness, but from the knowledge of its presence it can-
not be inferred that the perceived yellowness of an object i.s
definitely false and the object is really white, because it
may really be yellow  It is true that a white object is seen
as yellow through a jaundiced eye but a yellow object also
is seen as yellow through it. In the casewhen the knowledge